
Community Forum 
Monday, July 16, 2012 

 
The North Iowa Community School Board held a Community Forum on the 
construction of a Safe Room and the notion of constructing a Wellness Center 
along with the Tornado Safe Room.  The meeting was called to order at 6:01 
p.m. by Pres. Giesking with members Balvance, Duve, Giesking, Holstad, Rygh, 
Sachs, and Thomsen answering roll call.  Also in attendance were Supt. Myer, 
Prin. Embrock, Sec. Meinders, and twenty-seven guests.   
 
Balvance moved, Duve seconded to approve the agenda.  Ayes: 7. Carried. 
 
Supt. Myer presented the architectural and engineering design of the tornado 
safe room and wellness center.  Financial information for both projects was also 
discussed.  Open discussion and questions were encourage and accepted from 
those attending. 
 
Summary of discussion: Cost of Tornado Safe Room is 1.3 million. The safe 
room would hold approximately 700 people and would withstand an F4 tornado 
or winds in excess of 250 miles per hour.  The tornado safe room would double 
as a gymnasium for athletic practices, recess, and physical education classes.  
FEMA regulations restrict the size of the gym floor being 2 foot narrower and 9 
feet shorter than a full size basketball court.  There is no additional room 
available for spectator stands.  The district is responsible for .3 million of the total 
cost.  It is estimated that the additional Wellness Center would cost 1.6 million, all 
of which would be paid for by the district by local option sales tax funding. 
Attendees suggested the board consider additional costs to the district to 
maintain the new structure, parking needs, alternative energy options, security, 
usage, and safety measures.  An informal vote was asked for by the board with a 
showing of hands indicating 26 attendees in favor of the additional wellness 
center, while one was opposed.   
 
Balvance moved, Sachs seconded to adjourn. Ayes: 7.  Carried.  The time was 
7:03 p.m. 
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