
Public Hearing 
Wednesday, April 28, 2010 
 
The North Iowa Community School Board of Education met for a public hearing on 
Monday, April 28, 2010, in the Thompson gymnasium.  The purpose of the hearing was 
to hear public comment on the moving on students from Thompson to Buffalo Center for 
the 2010-2011 school year.  The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Pres. 
Giesking with members Balvance, Duve, Giesking, Holstad, Olthoff, Rygh, Sachs 
answering roll call.  Also in attendance were Supt. Myer, MS Prin. Evans, Sec. 
Meinders, and fifty six guests.  HS Prin. Embrock entered at 7:12 p.m. 
 
Balvance moved, Duve seconded to approve the agenda.  Ayes: 7. Carried 
 
Pres. Giesking thanked all in attendance and shared the board’s responsibility to be 
morally and fiscally responsible.  He also explained the boards understanding that the 
future of our district, students, staff, and communities will be influenced forever.  Pres. 
Giesking explained that the decision to move students has not been a rushed process.  
Giesking added that a couple of years ago an energy committee was formed with hopes 
of saving the district money.  “Two years ago the 5th grade was moved back to Buffalo 
Center. This was the first indication of declining enrollment.  This was the first step in 
moving all students to one location “ Giesking stated.  
 
Supt. Myer presented the board and all visitors with detailed information on staffing, 
classroom locations, and schedules intended for the integration of the middle school 
and alternative school to the Buffalo Center facility. Supt. Myer shared with the group 
that with early retirements, staff cuts, and saved building expenses; the district is hoping 
to save $476,791 by moving the students to Buffalo Center. 
 
Public comment: 
 
Sec. Meinders read a letter submitted to the board by Diane Kozitza. 
 
Faye Sapoff, Ted Gassman, Eston Johnson, Shirley Miller, Carolyn Flo, Becky Hill, as 
well as other unnamed guest asked numerous questions to the board and 
administration voicing concerns.  Open discussion was accepted and encouraged by all 
parties. 
 
A motion was made by Rygh, seconded by Olthoff to approve the move of North Iowa 
Middle School students and alternative students from Thompson to Buffalo Center for 
the 2010-2011 school year and beyond.  Ayes: Olthoff, Rygh, Sachs, Balvance, Duve, 
Giesking, Holstad.  Nays: None. Carried. 
 
Sachs moved, Olthoff seconded to adjourn. The time was 7:55 p.m. 
 
 

  _______________________________        _______________________________ 
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